[CT findings of primary retroperitoneal cystic tumors: special emphasis on the distinction benignancy from malignancy].
We describe the CT findings of primary retroperitoneal cystic tumors in 20 patients (cystic lymphangioma, 9; cystic teratoma, 3; cystic neurinoma, 4; mucinous cystadenocarcinoma, 3; synovial sarcoma, 1). CT findings were retrospectively reviewed and the findings correlated with the pathological findings to determine malignant or benign cystic tumors. Definite criteria for malignancy were invasion to surrounding organ and the presence of distant metastasis. However, the sensitivity of these criteria was very low (25%). Enhancement of an intracystic solid component was a reliable criterion (p < 0.05) for malignancy (sensitivity 75%, specificity 81%, accuracy 80%). Either unilocular cystic appearance or the presence of a "neck" (between the cystic mass and paraaortic region) strongly suggested the possibility of benignancy (specificity 100%). The "neck" was thought to be morphologically specific for cystic lymphangioma.